CHAPTER XXVII
POLAND RESURRECTED
THE Poles had not waited for the victorious Allies to
prockim their independence. At the beginning of
November 1918, when it was clear that the end of the
war was in sight, the Polish inhabitants of Warsaw and
other dries in the occupied area began to disarm the
war-weary German and Austrian troops, In Russian
and Austrian Poland the work of liberation met with
little resistance. In German Poland, where die enemy
armies were not yet disorganized by defeat, hunger, and
war-exliaustion, some fighting occurred before die Poles
could overthrow the German power. For a moment it
seemed that the confusion existing among the German
and Austrian authorities in Poland would be replaced
by political confusion among the Poles. In addition to
the Polish National Committee existing in Paris, and
recognized by the Allied governments, there was a
Regency Council in Warsaw composed of representatives
hostile to the methods, if not the aims, of the Paris com-
mittee. Both Regency Council and National Com-
mittee claimed to exerdse die functions of a provisional
government. And to this rivalry was now added that
of a third party, the Socialists, who had created a govern-
ment in Lublin, the quarters of the Austrian military
occupation, and were attempting to outbid the promises
of die Bolshevik propagandists across the Russian border
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